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II. An Account of a Journey from the Fort of Oratava 
in the IJlmd of Tenerife to the Top of the Tik 
in that IJland, in Auguft laji 5 ivith ObferVatiom 
thereon by Mh J. Edens. 

ON Tuefday Auguft the 13th N". S. at Half an Hour 
paft: Ten in the Evening, I, in company of four 
more Englifh and one Dutch- Man, withHorfes and Ser 
vants to' carry our Provifion, together with a Guide 
(which is the lame that has conducted all thole thar have 
been this Journey for many Years) let forward from the 
Port of Oratava. The Night being fomewhat cloudy, 
and the Moon in the full at n the Night following. 

At half an Hour paft Eleven we came to the Town of 
Oratava, which is about two Miles from the Port, where 
we ftopt for about half an Hour, to get walking Staves to 
ailift us in our afcending the Steep of the Pike. 

At One a-Clock on Wednefday Morning we came to 
the Foot of a very fteep Rifing, about a Mile and half 
above the Town of Oratava, where it began to clear up ; 
and we faw the Pike with a white Cloud covering the 
Top of it like a Cap. 

At Two a- Clock we came to a plain place in the 
Road which the Spaniards call Dornajito en el MoKte verde 
(the little Trough in the green Mountain) focall d I fup- 
pofe becaufe a little below this Plain, on the Right hand 
as we went, there is a deep Hollow ; at the upper End of 
which Hollow, there is a Spout of Wood placed in a 
Rock, through which the; e runs very clear and cool Wa- 
ter, which comes from the Mountains ; and at a Delcene 
a little lower than the Spout there is a Trough into which 
the Water comes. E e e At 
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Ac Three, after travelling a Road, which was fometimes 
pretty fmooth and at other times very rough, we came to 
a little wooden Crofs, by the Road fide on the Left hand, 
which the Spaniards call la Cruz de la Solera (The Crofs 
of the Solera) A Solera is a long Pole with a Hole at each 
end, which the Spaniards ufe to draw Wood with, by 
faftning one end to the Wood and the other to the Oxen. 
This Grofs was made with a Piece of a Solera, and for 
that reafon is fo call'd, but why it was fee up in this 
place I can't tell, unlefs it was becaufe fbmebody was 
kill'd thereabouts. At this place we alfo faw the Pike 
before us; and altho'we had come up hill quite from 
the Port, yet to our thoughts it feem'd almoft as high 
here as when we were there, the white Cloud (till hi- 
ding the greateft part of the Sugar-loaf. 

After riding about half a Mile further, we came to the 
fide of a Hill which was very rough and fteep, (the place 
call'd Caravala ; where are a great many Pine Trees that 
grow on both fides the Road for a great way, both on the 
Right-hand and the Left, one of which that was clofe to 
the Road, on the Righc-Hand as we went, our Guide de- 
fir'd us to obferve ; it having a great Branch growing out, 
which with the Boughs that were upon it Iook'd like the 
Forepart of a Ship. And from the likenefs this Tree has 
to a Ship I fuppofe the Place took its Name, for Caravela 
fignifles an oid-falhioned VeiTel formerly much ufed in 
Spain, iharp before, ill llsap'd every Way, and all the 
Mails ftooping forwards ; their Sails are all Miz.cn Sails, 
that is, Triangular ,• they will lye nearer the Wind than 
other Sails, but arc not lb commodious to handle. 
Amongft thefe Trees, not a great Height in the Air, we 
law the Sulphur difcharge i:s tcif like aSquibor Serpent 
made of Gun- powder, the Fire running downwards in a 
Scream, and the imoak afcending upwards from the 
place where k flrfl took Fire -> and like this we faw ano- 
ther, 
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ther, whilft we lay under the Rocks the next Night at k 
Stancba, part of the way up the Pike ; But I could not ob- 
ferve whether either of them gave any Report as they 
difcharg'd. 

At three Quarters after Four we came to the Top of 
this high rough and deep Mountain, where grows a Tree 
which the Spaniards call el Pino de la Merend.i y The Pine- 
Tree of the Afternoon's Meal. This is a large Tree, and 
is burnt at the Bottom, as having had Fires made againft 
it ; and in the burnt place there iflues out Turpentine, a 
little of which I brought with me. At a few Yards di- 
ftance from this Tree we had a Fire made, where we 
ftay'd and baited our Horfes, and breakfafted our felves. 
Thefe Hills are very Tandy, and there are a great many 
Rabbets which breed there ; There is alfo much Sand 
found a great way up the Pike it felf, and not a great way 
below the Foot of the Sugar-loaf, iome of which i brought. 
down with me. 

At Three Quarters after Five we fet forwards again, 
and at Half an Hour paft Six came to the Port Mo y which 
in Spanilh fignifies a Breach or Gap. We faw the Pike 
about two Leagues and a half before us, coverd lull 
with a Cloud at Top ; and the Spaniards told us we were 
come about two Leagues and a half from the Port. 

At half an Hour paft Seven we came tolas Faldas, that is 
the Skirts of the Pike; from whence all the way to U 
Stanch a, which is about a Quarter of a Mile up from the 
Foot of the Pike, we rode upon little light Stones, for 
the moll; part not much bigger than ones Fift ; and a great 
many not much broader than a Shilling : and if we kept 
the beaten Track which was uled before, it was not 10 
deep, but if we turn'd out of it the Horfes went almoft 
over their Feet. I lighted and made a Hole there, think. 
ing to find how deep thefe little Stones lie, but could 
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not find the Bottom ; which makes me conclude they may 
cover the Ground for a great thicknefs. 

There are a great many vafl Rocks, fome of them two 
Mile or thereabouts from the Foot of the Pike, which 
the Pike-Man told us was cad out from the Top of the 
Pike at the time it was a Pukano ; many of them Jye in 
Heaps of above thrcefcore Yards long, and I obferv'd 
that the further thefe Rocks lye from the Foot of the Pike, 
the more like they are to the Stone of other common 
Rocks: But the nearer we went to the Pike we found 
them more black and fblid ; and fome of them, tho' not 
many, were gloffy like Flint, and all extream heavy. 
Thofe that flione fo, I fuppofe, retain'd their natural Co- 
lour, but there are fome that look likeDrofs that comes 
out of a Smith's Forge, which without doubt was occa- 
sioned by the extream Heat of the place they came from. 
Some of thefe great Rocks were thrown out of the Cat- 
tier a or Kettle in the Top of the Pike ,• and others from 
a Cave or Ciftero which is a pretty way up the fide of 
the Pike, and has by fame been thought to have no Bor. 
torn, more of which I fhali fay anon. 

Ar Nine on Wednesday Morning we arrived at la Stanch*, 
about a Quarter of a Mile above the Foot of the Pike on 
the Eaft-fide, where are three or four large hard and fb- 
lid black Rocks lodg'd .* under (oms of thefe we put our 
Horfes, and under others we lay down our felves to fJeep, 
after having refrefh'd our felves with a liuk Wine : and 
we had a Fire made in order to get our Dinner ready, 
where a Cook we took along with us both roafted and 
boy led our Meat and Fowls very well. We flept here 
for about two Hours, then rofe again, and at about Two 
in the Afternoon went to dinner- 
There are feveral Mountains that lye Eaft ward from the 
Pike at four or five Miles Diftance, call'd the Malpefes, 
and one more lying a link more to the Southward cali'd 
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la montam de rejad* ; all which were formerly Cutcwos, 
tho' not fo great as that of the Pike, as appears by the 
Rocks and final! burnt Stones that lye near them, juft in 
the fame manner as about the Pike. 

Still 'being at U Stanch*, after we had dined we lay 
down again to take a Nap, under the Rocks as before 
Dinner, but not fieeping very well we all got up again, 
the reft of them {pending the Afternoon at Cards, &c. 
But I made it my buiinelc to admire the ftrangeneis and 
vaftndsof that great Body, which indeed is very won- 
derful, infomuch that its impodible to exprefs to one that 
has never feen it, in what a manner that confuted Heap 
of RuWih lyes; for it may very well be (tiled one of the 
greateft Wonders in the World. AbourSix at Night we 
faw Grand Qanarh from la Stamha bearing from us £. 
by xV, 

At Nine at Night, after having had our Suppers, we 
retired to our former Lodgings, where laying Stones for 
our Pillows and o'ir Cloaks for Bed-cloaths, we endeavou- 
red to get to fieep, but all in vain for a great while. 
Some lying pretty nigh a Fire complain'd of being burnt 
on the one fide a id froz:- on the other (for the Air was 
very cutting end (harp) Others happening to lye in a place 
where there was a gresr mcny Fleas; though it be fome- 
thing rtrange that Fie;:s fhould be found -here, the place 
being fo cold in die Night : perhaps the Goats fometimes 
get under thefe Rocks and fo leave them; and { am in 
clind to believe it, became the Guide and I found a dead 
Goat in a Caveat the very top of the Pike. I fuppofe 
this Goat ilragg'ing up here by chance was benighted, :md 
fo finding the Cold get into this place for Hear, where 
meeting with too much of it. and a very ftrong Sulphurio-.r. 
Vapour it overcame him ; for he -.vas cimeft dryed to Pow- 
der. Rut to proceed, berwixt Eleven and Twelve we got 
to fieep. and flops till One, when waking, cur Guide told 
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us 'twas time re prepare for our Journey. We immedi- 
ately rofe. and by half an Hour pad One we were all up- 
on the march, and leaving our Horfes and fome of our 
Men behind, we went away fading, excepting about two 
Mouthfulis of Wine apiece, which we took at our up 
riling. Betwixt l.i Staxcki and the Top of the Pike there 
are two very high Mountains and the Sugar-Loaf, each 
of which Mountains is aimoft half a Mile's walking : on 
the r!rft of them the Rubbifh is more (mall, and we were 
apt to flip back as we (lept upwards. But the upper- 
moil is all competed of hard loofe rocky great Stones, 
call one among another in a very confufed Order. After 
refiing feveral times we came to the Top of the firft 
Mountain, where we drank every one of us a little more 
Wine, and eat each of us a Bit of Ginger-Bread we had 
amongft us. Then being pretty well refrefh'd, we fet for- 
wards again to afcend the fecond Mountain, which is 
higher than the firft, but is better to walk on becaufe of 
the firmnefs of the Rocks. After we had travel'd for 
about half an Hour up the fecond Mountain, we came 
within light of the Sugar- Loaf, which before we could 
not fee by reaibn of the Interpofition of thefe great Hills. 
After we were arriv'd to the Top of this fecond Mountain 
we came to a way that was aimoft level, but bearing fome 
Small matter up-hill ■> and about a Furlong farther is the 
Foot of the Sugar-Loaf, which we foon after came to. 
Then looking upon our Watches found it to be juft three 
a-Clock. The Night was clear where we were, and the 
Moon fhone very bright, but below over the Sea we could 
fee the Clouds, which look'd like a Valley at a prodigi- 
ous Depth below us. We had a brisk Air, the Wind be 
ing S. £. by S as it was for themofl part whilft we were 
upon our Journey. 

Whilit we iat at the Foot of the Sugar- Loaf, refting and 
refrelhing our felves as before in other places, we faw 
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the Smoak break out in feveral places, which atfirft look'd 
like little Clouds, but they foon vaniih'd, others not long 
after coming in their room from the fame or other 
places. 

We fee forwards toafcend the laft and fteepeit part of 
our Journey, viz, the Sugar-Loaf, exa&iy ac haif an 
Hour pad Three, and after we had refted twice or thrice, 
I left the Guide and the reft of my Company, and ran for- 
wards 5 and when I was got very nigh the Top ("which 
was at three quarters after Three) two more of the Com- 
pany deferted, and came up about Five Minutes after me ; 
the reft of the Company and the Guide coming up to the 
TopjuftatFour. 

The Shape of the Top of the Pike is partly oval, the 
longeft: Diameter lying M. N. W. and S.S.E, and is as 
nigh as I could guefs, about 140 Yards long ; the Breadth 
the other way being about 1 1 o. Within the Top of the 
Pike is a very deep Hole call'd the Colder a ("or Kmk ) the 
deepeft part of which lyes at the South End : It is I be- 
lieve 40 Yards deep, reckoning from the higheft fide of 
the Pike : but it is abundance shallower reckoning from the 
fide oppofite to Girachic*. The fides of this Kettle are 
very fteep, in feme places as fteep as the Defcent on the 
outfideof the Sugar-Loaf. At the Bottom of this Kettle 
we all were, where lye a great many very large Stones, 
fome of them higher than our Heads. The Earth that is 
within fide the Kettle, being roll'd up long and put to a 
Candle, will burn like Brimftone. Several places within 
fide the Top of the Pike are burning, as on the Outfide; 
and in fome places if you turn up the Stones you'll find 
very fine Brimftone or Sulphur flicking to them. Atthefe 
Holes where the Smoak comes out there alio comes forth 
a great Heat, to hot that one cannot endure one's Hand 
there long. At the N by E. fide within the Top is the 
Cave where we found the dead Goat ; in which Cave 
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femeumes the true Spirit of Sulphur diftilis, as they fay, 
but it did not drop vvhilft I was there. 

The Report is falfe about the Difficulty of breathing 
upon the Top of this place 5 for we breath'd as well as if 
we had been below : we eat our Breakfafi there, and I was 
up in all for about two Flours and a quarter. 

Without doubt the Quickiiiver wocid have fell very 
much upon this high place,, if I had had but the good 
fortune to have get a couple of Barometers to try. Buc 
there >s no fuch thing in this iiland, and i was fearful of 
not getting Company in the mind to go up with me ano- 
ther Year (for to go up by ones feif is very chargeable) 
eife I would have lent to England to have been fupply'd, 
tbo theExpence had come all out of my own Pocket. 

Before the Sun rofe i think the Air was as cold as I have 
known it in England^ in the fbarpeft Frofl I was ever in ; I 
cou'd fcarcely endure my Gloves off There was a great 
Dew all the while we were there till Sun riling, which 
we could find by the Wetnefs of our Cloafhs j but the 
Sky look'd thereabouts as clear as poiiible. 

A little after Sun riling we faw the Shadow of the 
Pike upon the Sea, reaching over the iiland of Gomera ; 
and the Shadow of the upper part, viz. of the Sugar- loaf, 
we faw imprinted like another Pike in the Sky it feif, 
which look'd very iurprizing : but the Air being cloudy 
below us, we faw none of the other Iflands but Grand 
Caxaria and Gomera. 

At fix on Thurjday Morning we came down from the 
Top of the Sugar-I oaf; at feven we came to the Cittern 
of Water which is reported to be without Bottom : this 
the Guide fays is falfe, for about (even or eight Years 
ego when there was a great Vulcano in this Country, the 
Cave was dry and he walk'd all about it, and faid that 
the deeped part of Water, when we were there, was not 
above two Fathoms. 
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The Dimenfions of this Cave I guefs to be as follows 

Length about 35" Yards 

Breadth rz 

Ordinary Depth 14 Torn Top to Bottom. 

Upon the furthermofl: fide grows white Scoff", which 
the Pike-man told us was Salt-Peter. There was both ice 
and Snow in it when we were there .• and the Ice was of a 
great Thicknefs covered with Water about Knee deep. 
We let down a Bottle at the End of a String for fome oi 
the Water, in which we put fome Sugar and drank it, but 
it was the coldeft I ever drank in my Life. The Ice 
was broken juft under the Mouth of it, where we could 
fee the Stones lye at the Bottom, for it was very clear. A 
little to the Right-hand within this Cave the Ice vvasrifen 
up in a high heap, in form of a Spire Steeple or like a Su« 
gar-Loaf ; and in this place 1 believe the Water comes in. 
I fhould have been glad to have come at k, to let down 
a Line to try whether there may not be fome Hole that 
the Guide knows not of, that may be of a great Depth. 

In our way home, we came by a Cave three or four 
Miles from the Pike, where are a great many Skeletons 
and Bones of Men ; and fome lay there are the Bones of 
Giants in this Cave, but we know not how many Bodies 
are laid here, nor how far the Cave may go, I intend (God 
willing) to go again before I leave the Ifland, and then 
I'll take a Light with me and fee what Difcoveries I can 
make. 

We came home to the Port ac about fix a- Clock this 
Evening, being Thurfday Auguft 1 5. 1 71 y. tf.S. 

Whoever reads this, I hope, will pardon the Faults my 
Pen may have committed, for I was fore'd to write all 
Night; the Ship being to fail the next Morning, and I have 
not time to examine it. 
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